
Timeline: Jury Trial vs. Arbitration Hearing

Arbitration Hearing

Jury Trial

Day 1
*Assuming no false 

starts
• At court conference
• In Limine Motions
• Start jury selection

Day 2
• Select jury 

(Voire Dire)

Day 3
• Pre-charge jury
• Opening statement 

#1
• Witness number 1

Day 4
• Witness 

numbers 2-4

Day 5
• Witness 

numbers 5-7

Day 6
• Witness 

numbers 8-10

Day 7
• Witness numbers 

11-2
• Argue instructions
• Closing arguments

Day 8
• Charge jury
• Deliberations

Day 9 
• Deliberations
• Verdict

Post Trial

Day 1
• Opening
• Witness 

Numbers 1-4

Day 2
• Witness 

Numbers 5-9

Day 3
• Witness 

Numbers 10-12
• Closing

*Note: Jury trials rarely start on the day they are scheduled.  Usually, they 
are continued, or “trail,” until a courtroom becomes available.  And, many 
courts offer only 5 hours or less/day of available time.

This document is intended for example use only.  It does not reflect, in any way, a specific prior, current or future malpractice jury 
trial or arbitration hearing.


